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‘ ou are called to serve
not only as a beacon
of faith to the univer-
sal Church, but al-

so as a leaven of harmony, wis-

dom and equilibrium in the life
of a society which has tradition-

ph};ralistic, multiethnic an
tireligious.”

These were Pope Benedict
words pronounced,if) hi
ly givenin Jerus

of the Holy land, but which all
of us must feel directed to our=
selves also.

If Christians are called to live in
“harmony, wisdom and equi-
librium” in a society that has
a consolidated tradition of liv-
ing together, in a more or less
peaceful way, between differ-
ent ethnic communities, cul-
tures and religions, this is all the
more so for the rest of the world
so as to assure living in “harmo-
nious coexistence.”

Leaving aside the political in-
terpretations given to the Ho-
ly Father’'s words by the sec-
ular media, always ready to
underline what divides rather
than what unites, if one reads
the complete text of the Pope’s

plains to the

€ sign and
a hugnanity recon-
and made one in

the great herald of
ope, who “knew the
hope, its price in suf-
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Wi
astof that
Ying and persecution for the
sake of the Gospel,”did.

And as, in more recent times, St.
Pio of Pietreclina did, who un-
derwent humiliations and mis-
understandings but upheld by
the knowledge that “behind the
visible hand of man,” there is
“the hidden hand of God so that
not even a hair of one’s head
will perish without our heav-
enly Father’s permission who
watches over us.” Thanks to
their faith and hope “the bit-
terness of the trial was alleviat-
ed by the balm of His goodness
and mercy.”

One cannot explain otherwise
St. Paul's role as “leaven” of
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7 e first cen
of hiistia)lity and the “world-

ieritele”  that Padre Pio
} ed and continues to gath-
érin®an Giovanni Rotondo and
revery comer of the world.
This is the only way that we
can explain the “wonder” that
our fellow friar saint has notjust
with Catholics , but also with
Christians of other denomina-
tions, as well as with Jews , Mus-
lims and Hindus. It is the fas-
cination of one who emanates
“harmony, wisdom and equi-
librium” and who attained this
directly from its fount, that is
from that God who is the Father
of all men and women and who
through His Son, told us: “By
this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you have
love for one another” (Jn 13,35).
In the light of this we prepare
ourselves to welcome in San
Giovanni Rotondo the Vicar of
Christ from whom we are con-
fident that we shall receive the
evangelical wisdom and testi-
mony to aﬂ)raise in Padre Pio
as well as his more noticeable
charisms, also his continuous
daily combat to love God and
all men and to hope against all
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hope.
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